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Federal District Court Rules in Favor of Wesley Jessen, Grants Injunction In Patent Infringement
Case Filed Against Bausch & Lomb

Action Enjoins Sale of PureVision(TM Contact Lenses

ATLANTA, June 26 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- CIBA Vision Corporation, the
eye care unit of Novartis AG (NYSE: NVS), announced today that the United
States District Court for the District of Delaware ruled in favor of the
conmpany's whol | y-owned subsi diary, Wesley Jessen Corporation, in a patent
infringement [awsuit filed agai nst Bausch & Lonb (NYSE: BQOL).

The lawsuit, which was filed on May 3, 2001, clainmed that Bausch & Lonb's
PureVi si on product infringes Wsley Jessen's U S. Patent No. 4,711, 943, issued
to Thomas Harvey 11l (the Harvey patent), which covers various silicone
hydrogel materials for contact |enses.

The Court ruled in favor of Wsley Jessen and affirnmed that the patent is
valid, enforceable and infringed. The Court ordered Bausch & Lonb to
di scontinue the manufacture and sale of its PureVision contact |enses
effective immediately in the United States. Bausch & Lonb cannot resune
manuf acture or sale of the product within the Unites States at |east unti
2005 when the Harvey patent expires.

Currently, PureVision lenses are only manufactured in the United States,
whi ch neans Bausch & Lonb's ability to supply this product to its
i nternational markets may be affected.

"This is the outcone we expected," said Scott Meece, vice president and
general counsel for CIBA Vision. "W were quite confident in the validity of
this patent and the infringenent by Bausch & Lonb and are extrenely pl eased
with the speed with which this case was heard and resol ved."

In addition to this lawsuit filed on behalf of Wesley Jessen, CIBA Vision
has had litigation pending agai nst Bausch & Lonb since 1999 for infringenent
of four U. S patents that protect its breakthrough Focus(R) N GHAT & DAY(TM
technol ogy, which allows 30 nights of continuous wear. The cases in the U S
were initially delayed because of Bausch & Lonb's attenpts to invalidate ClBA
Vision's patents in four reexam nation proceedi ngs before the United States
Patent & Trademark O fice (USPTO). After Bausch & Lonb exhausted all options
with the USPTO all four patents were issued again in Novenber 2000,

confirmng the patents' validity and illustrating the pioneering nature of
CIBA Vision's inventions. CIBA Vision has also initiated litigation against
Bausch & Lonb in several other countries. |If CIBA Vision prevails in the U S.

case, Bausch & Lonb's PureVision lenses will remain off the market until at
| east 2014.

"We are just as confident that we will prevail in our remaining patent
i nfringement cases agai nst Bausch & Lonmb," added Meece. "We are eager to go
totrial with our suits in the US., Australia and Germany, and to continue to
protect CIBA Vision's breakthrough inventions."

Wth worl dwi de headquarters in Atlanta, CIBA Vision is a global |eader in
research, devel opnent and manufacturing of optical and ophthal m c products and
servi ces, including contact |enses, |lens care products and ophthal m c surgical
products. CIBA Vision products are available in nore than 70 countries. For
nmore information, visit the CIBA Vision web site at http://ww.ci bavi si on.com .

CIBA Vision is the eye care unit of Novartis AG a world | eader in
heal t hcare with core businesses in pharmaceuticals, consuner health, generics,
eye care and animal health. 1In 2001, the G oup's ongoi ng busi nesses achi eved
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sales of CHF 32.0 billion (USD 19.1 billion) and a net income of CHF 7.0

billion (USD 4.2 billion). The Goup invested approximtely CHF 4.2 billion

(USD 2.5 billion) in R&D. Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, Novartis G oup
conmpani es enpl oy about 72,600 people and operate in nore than 140 countries

around the world. For further information, please consult http://ww.novartis.com.

For war d- Looki ng St at ement

The foregoi ng statenent contains forward-|ooking statenents that involve
known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors that may cause the
actual results to be materially different fromany future results,
performance, or achi evenents expressed or inplied by such statenents. The
statenent references patent litigation filed by CIBA Vision and our views on
the nature and |ikelihood of success of that litigation. The statenent
reflects the view of the Conpany as of today. It is inpossible to predict
wWith certainty the outcone of patent litigation and the risks presented
t hereby. Should one or nore of these risks or uncertainties materialize,
actual results nay vary materially fromthose described herein as anti ci pated,
bel i eved or expected.

SOURCE CIBA Vision Corporation
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